
 

Summer 1: Year 4 Newsletter 
 
 
 

 
 
Mrs Skinner 4S – jskinner@marchwoodjun.co.uk 
Miss Rutter 4R – erutter@marchwoodjun.co.uk 
 
Welcome to the Summer 1, Year 4 newsletter. In this newsletter, we have shared with you what your 
child will be learning in Maths and English. Within this we have included some ideas to support your 
child at home. We have also shared with you information about this half term’s topic – Changes.  
 
Diary dates for this half term:  

Date Event 

Fri 1st May Y4 Question of Faith Day – Authority 

Mon 4th May Bank holiday  

Tues 5th May Y4 Mock MTCs 

Wed 6th May Cuppa and Chat 

Fri 15th May PTFA Film Club 

Monday 18th May 4S Curry cooking morning (Volunteers welcome) 

Tues 19th May 4R Curry cooking morning (Volunteers welcome) 

Wed 20th May Y4 ACE time (2.15pm) 

Fri 22nd May Love of Popular Culture day 

 
Look out for weekly newsletters and other separate letters for details about the above.  
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Maths 

 
Our focus this half term in Maths will be: 

• Recalling formal written methods. 

• Reading the time and working with time as a unit of measurement 

• Investigating shape and space including area, perimeter and angles 

• Reading data from different tables and graphs. 
 
 

At home:  
 
Please practise reading analogue and digital clocks with your child. This is a skill 
that needs daily short practise. 
 
Please continue practising times tables with your children as this is a fundamental skill which is 
necessary for efficient calculation and also aids problem solving.   
 
National expectations state that children should know all of their times tables (and related division 
facts) by the end of year 4. This half term we will be working towards knowing as many times 
tables facts as we can so that we are ready for out MTC check in the second half of the summer 
term.  
 
To support this, maths homework will focus on practising and recalling times tables until the end 
of the year. Times Table Rockstars is also a great way to enjoy recall of these facts.  

 
 

 
We really value all the support you give your children at home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All spellings, Maths and topic homework will be in study logs. It can also be found on our website. 
Please also sign the Reading Record every time your child reads with an adult or independently. 

 
 
 
 

  



 
Spellings 
Your child will continue to bring home weekly spelling words to practise the spelling 
rules that we are learning in school.  Please spend some time helping them to learn 
these words each day. Your child will be rewarded with WAM if they show in their 
study logs that they have practised these during the week.  
 
Reading  
In guided reading we will be looking at 'Max and the Millions' for 3 weeks (fiction), then comparing it 
with 'Harriet versus the galaxy' (fiction) for a week. We will then spend a week looking at a non-fiction 
article from 'Just like me'. 
Please share the reading and/or library books your child brings home 
from school with your child.  Ten minutes reading each day really makes 
a difference to your child’s learning. Please keep those reading 
diaries filled in with at least 5 entries per week. Even if your child is 
a proficient reader and fills in these entries independently, it is important 
that they also have a chance to share their reading with you and to ask questions. Please remember 
that children should have read six Must-Read books by the end of the Summer term. 
 
Writing 
This term we will be working with a video film called “Girl and Robot”. We will 
undertake character studies, practise our sentence writing, create a narrative 
text about the film and finish with a newspaper report. We will also look at Comic 
strips and create our own. 
 
 
 
 
Our Topic words for this half term are:  
Solids, liquids, gases, particle, temperature, melting, freezing, evaporation, precipitation, 
condensation.  
 
It would be great if you could discuss these words with your child to help them understand the 
meaning. These words will be used in our topic work as well as in English lessons, so maybe you can 
have a go at practising the spellings, too.  
 
Topic: Changes (Science)                                
Our lead subject this half term is Science. The children will 
carry out investigations to learn about the properties of solids, 
liquids and gases. We will use our knowledge to explain 
change between the three states of matter through freezing, 
melting and boiling. We hope to have a lot of fun discovering 
oobleck. Finally, we will think about the water cycle and the 
processes involved in this.   
 

 In P.S.H.E we will be learning about how people are 
portrayed in the media and advertising. We will think 
about role models and our perception of ourselves.  
 
The concept of authority will be reflected upon during our RE Question of Faith Day this half 

term. During the rest of the term we will think about sacred texts, with specific reference to the Christian 
Bible and the Sikh Guru Granth Sahib. 



 
In DT we will be thinking about using kitchen utensils safely and will prepare and cook a vegetarian 
curry. We will also be looking at food which is grown locally. We would like volunteers to help with 
the cooking on these days, (dates above) this could be grandparents too! Send your child into 
school with an apron on their day cooking day. 
 
Our Music is based on the Four Seasons by Vivaldi, fitting in with our topic of changes.  
  
In Computing we will continue working with scratch, designing a music programme.   
 
Our learning behaviour for this half term will be Problem Solving.  
We hope the children will have an enjoyable and inspiring half term. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support, 
 
The Year 4 Team 
Mrs Skinner & Miss Rutter  


